
 
18th November 2020 

 
 
 

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
I just wanted to write a quick newsletter to let you know the situation regarding year 5 and the rest of the 
school. You may or may not know that on Monday we had to send year 5 home to self isolate for 
2-weeks. This is because one of the children in year 5 tested positive for coronavirus. I have outlined 
some of the questions that parents may be worried about below so please scroll through and pick out 
any relevant bits to you. 
 
I understand how disruptive this is for all concerned but we do have to follow Government advice. 
 
History 
The child’s parents reported to us that one of their children had tested positive to covid-19.  Mr Murji and 
myself then contacted the special hotline at the Department for Education to ask their advice. After 
discussing the situation they advised that we should close the whole of the year 5 cohort which we then 
proceeded to do. Can I just say that I was very appreciative of the year 5 parents who turned up very 
quickly to take their children home. The children in year 5 have to stay at home for a period of 14 days 
after the covid test  was taken by the individual pupil who tested positive. This means that the year 5 
children should return to school on Monday 30th November. All year 5 children should remain at home 
and not go out of the house. Other members of their household, e.g. brothers, sisters, parents etc. are 
allowed out of the house unless their year 5 child begins to show symptoms. Therefore other children in 
the household who are in different year groups are free to come to school as normal. Year 5 children 
have already started their online learning. 
 
What should I do if my child feels ill? 
If your child or anyone else in the household develops one of the three main symptoms of coronavirus 
then you must self isolate for 14-days, you can organise a test through the NHS. These symptoms are a 
high temperature, a new continuous cough or a loss of sense of smell or taste. You and your child 
should remain at home and not come to school and you should not go to work or visit the local shops. 
This is to try and contain the virus and to stop it spreading. If you and your children have a covid test and 
it comes back as negative then as long as they are feeling well enough and do not have a temperature 
they may return to school the day after the test result is released. You will be required to provide 
evidence to the school of any negative test results before your child will be allowed back in school. If 
your child has another illness, e.g. vomiting then please just treat this as normal - you do not need to self  
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isolate. But please remember our 48 hour rule if your child has vomited or had diarrhoea - they must stay 
off school for 48 hours after their last attack.  
 
When should I arrange for a covid test for my child? 
You should only really take a covid-19 test if you have developed any of the symptoms of the virus. This 
means if you have a high temperature, a new continuous cough or a change of taste and smell you 
should seek a test through 119 or the NHS website. Please do not arrange a test if you are well and just 
self isolating. If you take the test too early then it will not be a true reflection and may actually give the 
wrong result. Only take a test if you are feeling ill. Further advice can be found on the NHS website or 
even your own doctor's website. 
 
How can I help the school to prevent covid? 
The best way that you can help is to follow the government guidelines,  avoid contact with other people 
as much as possible and report to the school if your child is feeling unwell.  We have a range of contact 
numbers that we can support you if you have specific questions that cannot be answered easily. The 
school operates in bubbles and as a result we only had to send year 5 children home and not the rest of 
the school. This is because children from other year groups did not have any contact with any year 5 
children or teaching staff working with year 5 children. 
 
Could this happen again? 
I'm afraid the simple answer is, yes. We have to react to any potential threat to the pupils and staff safety 
and then follow advice from the government through Public Health England. If another child in year 5 
develops covid in the future then we may have to re-close the year group  for a further two weeks. I'm 
really hoping that this will not be the case but I cannot guarantee it.  If another child develops covid 
during this 2-week isolation period then it would only be that particular child and their family that will have 
to self isolate. All year 5 children who are well are expected to be back in school on Monday 30th 
November. 
 
Please can I ask that parents make sure that the school has the correct telephone numbers and email 
addresses for you. On Monday, we struggled to contact a couple of parents to come and pick up their 
children.  This meant that their child had to be kept in isolation with a member of staff taking away 
resources from the other children when we were all exceptionally busy trying to sort out the crisis. If you 
are unsure please contact the Office and double check your contact details are correct. 
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Thank you 
I would like to say thank you to a number of people who coped extremely well in Monday's crisis. 
Firstly to the pupils themselves who acted extremely maturely once they were told the situation and 
during the pickup process. 
 
Secondly to the parent community who reacted very quickly to our messaging.  
 
And lastly to the staff who were extremely professional in their approach to dealing with the crisis. Plans 
had already been made in case of this eventuality but staff managed to support and help the situation to 
run as smoothly as possible. The year 5 teaching staff were more or less up and running with their online 
classrooms on Monday afternoon and certainly full service by Tuesday morning. 
 
If you would like to speak to me personally please contact the office to organise a suitable time. - 
office@kpjs.harrow.sch.uk  or 0208 204 6294. 
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